Beginning Watercolor Class

Instructor:  Tom Tiedeman (858) 592-5121

Module 1-Lesson #4 Weathered Wood


Kit Colors:








Burnt Umber










Ultramarine Blue (dark)









Cobalt Blue (light)









Alizarin Crimson









Cadmium Red









Yellow Ochre









Cadmium Yellow

You will learn:

Mix colors on palette

Wet into wet color mingling

Adding texture

Adding details

Spattering and Palette Knife scraping

Highlights and shadows

Light source awareness.

Simple background

1. Draw fence post and weathered boards using drawing provided.

2. Wet the boards and add a light Cobalt Blue, Yellow Ochre and Alizarin Crimson, wet into wet.

3. While wood is still wet, take a dry, but moist brush take out color for highlights on wood.

4. Before completely dry add detailed grain, curving around knotholes. Use same colors as above, but more color and less water (darker).   (Use a fan brush, or spread the hairs of a round or flat brush to make parallel woodgrain)  (or simply use a small brush to add the detailed wood grain.

5. Wet fence post and add same colors, but a little darker and let them mingle, wet into wet.

6. Consider light source and add highlights and texture to post using a metal palette knife (this step is optional).  Use the palette knife as a squeegee, flat side, to move paint.  This only works as the paint starts to dry at the “magic moment”.

7. Before completely dry add detailed grain, curving around knotholes. Use same colors as above, but more color and less water (darker)

8. Mix a dark color of Alizarin Crimson and Ultramarine Blue to put darks into shadows, knot holes, detail some of the wood grain and add spattering.

9. For rusty nails, mix Alizarin Crimson and Yellow Ochre and use the dark color to create the shadows.

10. Simple, dark background is created by wetting the background and adding colors allowing to mingle slightly to create a mottled dark rich effect.  A  mixture of Alizarin Crimson, Ultramarine Blue, Cobalt Blue and Yellow Ochre, use lots of pigment and less water to get the dark background desired.

