Beginning Watercolor Class

Instructor:  Tom Tiedeman  (760) 743-1474

Module 10-Lesson # 4 Iris

 Kit Colors:








Burnt Umber










Ultramarine Blue (dark)









Cobalt Blue (light)









Alizarin Crimson









Cadmium Red









Yellow Ochre









Cadmium Yellow
You will learn:

Minimal background

Wet into wet

Save the white

More of my sensitive side

1. Draw or transfer the Iris onto paper. 

2. This artwork will be a vignette (leave white in most of the background areas.

3. Note: to make white of Iris show, put a dark background next to the white petals.

4. Wet area larger than you intend to put dark onto.  

5. Dark blue, Dark green and a little brown for the darkest areas next to flowers.  Lighten blue and green and a little violet as background color fades away from flowers.

6. Colors for petals are violet and permanent rose and dark blue/red.  Do not wet petals first and save the white.

7. You may wet small areas of petals where red and violet and blue colors may be mingled.

8. Note the bottom of the petals where it meets the stem is a raw sienna or yellow ochre and burnt sienna.  Green stalks are darker under flowers and lighter where sun hits them.  Use Olive green and dark blue and yellow ochre for stalks.

9. Unopened buds are mostly white and a light violet color.

10. Sign the picture 

