Beginning Watercolor Class

Instructor:  Tom Tiedeman  (760) 743-1474

Module 15-Lesson # 1 Sea bench or (Alito’s seat)


 
You will learn:

Light source awareness

Clouds

Water

Simple land, foreground

Contrast

Shadows/highlights

Splattering

1. Draw or transfer the bench and shadow; and horizon line, land line and wave line onto paper.

2. Note the light source is from the upper right of the picture.

3. Wet the blue sky area with plain water, leaving the clouds dry.

4. Paint the sky area a deep blue at the top, add a little alizarin crimson toward the horizon and less blue as it gets lighter toward the water, darker at top of sky.

5. Clouds will have hard edges where you did not wet.  You may blend some clouds with water to get softer effect on some.  You may also lift with Kleenex or paper towel to achieve more clouds.

6. Now add the darker blue and a little alizarin crimson to the shadow sides and bottom of the clouds (following light source).

7. Next, paint (wet on dry) the water a very dark, deep blue, you may add some alizarin crimson and or dark green to achieve a little teal color.  Make certain you save the white of the waves and breaking water at the shoreline.

8. Add darker shadows under waves as needed and very fine shadows in shoreline white.

9. Also in water note the lighter color on the right side of the water.  This may be lifted or add water when painted to achieve a lighter water area.

10. Wet all of the ground area and mingle light colors of tan and a little burnt umber and very little blue.  Add more blue to foreground (wash will be lighter at top and darker at bottom.  While still wet, add very dark burnt sienna and blue/brown to shoreline for dark contrast to the white water.

11. While damp, splatter a darker color or two to the foreground for texture.

12. Now paint the bench, light colors first leaving white at top of bench boards and painting the shadow sides very dark.

13. While painting the dark sides of the bench, paint the shadow on the ground at the same time so it flows into the dark of the bench.  Shadow should be darker at bench and a little lighter as it goes away.  Also you may add a color of reflected light or by lifting the darker color.

14. Sign the picture 

